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INAUGURATION  EXERCISES. 


The  formal  inauguration  of  the  Rev.  Eliphalet 
Potter  D.D.,  S.  T.  D.  as  President  of  Union  College,  took 
place  in  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Schenectady,  on  the 
26th  of  June,  1872. 

The  Hon.  Ira  Harris  LL.D.,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  College  presided,  and  the  exercises  were 
opened  with  prayer,  offered  by  the  Rev.  J.  Trumbull 
Backus,  D.D. 

The  Hon.  chairman,  as  presiding  officer,  then  said  : 

"  It  is  fifty  years  ago,  this  present  summer,  that  I  entered 
Union  College.  I  found  here  the  two  most  distinguished 
men  connected  with  its  history.  They  received  me  with 
great  kindness  and  became  my  life-long  friends.  To-day 
it  is  my  privilege  and  pleasure,  as  the  organ  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  to  welcome  their  descendant  and  successor  to 
the  Presidential  Chair. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  in  June  last,  the 
Reverend  Eliphalet  Nott  Potter,  D.D.,  was  unanimously 
elected  President  of  Union  College.  His  formal  and  pub 
lic  induction  into  office  was  appointed  to  take  place  at 
this  time.  We  are  now  assembled  for  that  purpose.  The 
opening  Address  upon  the  occasion,  on  behalf  of  the  Trus 
tees,  will  be  delivered  by  his  excellency  Governor  Hoffman. 

Gov.  Hoffman  spoke  as  follows : 

"  I  am  glad  to  be  here  to-day  at  this  inauguration  of  our 
new  President,  not  only  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
state  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Union  College,  but  as  an 
alumnus  whose  heart  is  full  of  affection  for  his  Alma  Mater. 
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"  As  I  stand  here,  how  thick  and  fast  memories  of  early 
days  crowd  upon  me!  Twenty-nine  years  ago  I  entered 
my  class  and  witnessed  for  the  first  time  the  commence 
ment  exercises.  The  scene  seems  the  same,  and  yet  how 
changed  !  There  were  gathered  here  then  a  goodly  array. 
Eliphalet  Nott,  Alonzo  Potter,  his  chief  of  staff,  Proudfit 
and  Jackson,  Reid  and  Yates,  Foster  and  Pearson,  and 
others  of  the  Faculty,  some  now  dead,  some  yet  living. 
And  there  was  one  other  whom  I  cannot  omit  to  name. 
Perhaps  some  here  remember  him  only  as  a  tutor ;  poor 
William  Kelly,  a  noble  hearted  fellow,  who,  not  long 
after  went  down  somewhere  amid  the  waves  of  the  broad 
Atlantic,  and  was  never  heard  of  more. 

"  And  my  classmates,  where  are  they  ?  How  few  are  left 
of  all  who  on  that  commencement  day  stood  here.  Those 
were  among  the  palmy  days  of  Union  College,  and  she 
prospered  greatly.  Soon  after  that  came  her  trials.  Alonzo 
Potter  was  called  away  to  another  field  of  usefulness. 
The  physical  powers  of  President  'Nott yielded  to  advancing 
age,  and  our  Alma  Mater,  which  had  leaned  on  him  so 
trustingly,  and  whose  steps  he  had  guided  so  faithfully, 
faltered  and  staggered.  Then  came  the  war.  Young  men 
sought  the  battle  field  rather  than  college  halls.  Many 
gave  up  this  union  ;  some  to  save,  some  to  destroy,  if  pos 
sible,  another.  Both,  thank  heaven,  are  preserved,  and 
have  before  them  a  bright  and  glorious  future. 

"  The  death  of  President  Nott  was  a  great  blow  to  our 
Alma  Mater,  and  though  not,  we  trust,  irreparable,  she  has 
never  yet  fully  recovered  from  it.  But  she  will,  and  that 
now  rapidly. 

"  It  often  happens  in  the  state,  when  some  commanding 
intellect  is  stricken  down,  that  the  people  who  had  been 
guided  and  led  by  it,  wait  longingly  and  patiently  for  a 
new  leader;  until  at  length,  some  crisis  brings  forth  the 
man. 


"  In  the  household,  when  the  head  and  master  is  taken 
away,  children  stand  by  their  sorrowing  mother,  left  alone 
and  hopeless,  without  a  protector  or  a  guide.  Yet,  when 
all  hope  seems  dying  out,  some  younger  son  often  steps 
to  the  front,  and  all  look  up  to  him  in  trust  and  confidence 
as  he  takes  his  father's  place  and  does  his  work.  So  it  is 
in  all  the  spheres  of  life,  and  so  it  is  here  in  old  Union. 
"We  meet  to-day  to  give  public  welcome  to  our  new  Presi 
dent,  this  our  younger  brother,  Eli phalet  Nott  Potter,  who 
unites  in  his  own,  the  names  of  two  distinguished  men 
whose  lives  were  identified  with  the  college.  In  him  we 
trust  and  believe,  are  blended  also  many  of  trie  virtues  and 
traits  of  character  which  made  them  illustrious  as  teachers 
of  youth  and  examples  worthy  of  imitation.  While  I 
recognise  the  high  character  of  our  colleges  in  other  parts 
of  the  country,  yet,  as  governor  of  New  York,  and  as  an 
alumnus  of  old  Union,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  none  of 
them  has  a  more  brilliant  record  in  the  past  then  she  has  ; 
and  that  to-day  she  renews  her  youth  and  vigor.  I  wel 
come  you,  sir,  thus  publicly,  to  the  Presidency  of  Union 
College.  May  your  life  be  spared  to  witness  new  triumphs 
which  will  gladden  the  hearts  of  all  her  sons  and  to  rejoice 
with  them  in  her  perfect  and  complete  restoration  to  the 
greatness  of  other  days." 

At  the  conclusion  of  Gov.  Hoffman's  address,  Judge 
Harris,  addressing  Doctor  Potter,  spoke  as  follows: 

"  And  now  Dr.  Potter,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  this  institution,  I  salute  you  as 
President  of  Union  College  and  commit  to  you  its  care 
and  supervision.  In  performing  this  grateful  service  per 
mit  me  to  add  my  most  cordial  congratulations.  In  your 
person  I  recognize  the  representative  of  two  most  valued 
friends,  the  most  honored  names  Union  has  ever  known. 
I  shall  always  hold  them  in  grateful  remembrance. 


"  It  only  remains  for  me,  sir,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  Trustees  of  Union  College,  to  deliver  to 
you  these  documents.  They  are  the  Charter  and  By-Laws 
of  the  College.  I  present  them  to  you  as  the  symbols  of 
your  office  and  in  the  name  of  the  Trustees  and  by  their 
authority,  and  as  their  representative  I  do  formally  and 
publicly  proclaim  you  to  be  the  President  of  Union  Col 
lege. 

"  As  such  President,  I  present  you  to  the  Faculty  of  the 
College,  to  its  Alumni,  and  to  all  who  honor  the  occasion 
with  their  presence." 

The  Inaugural  Response  of  Doctor  Potter  was  then 
made  as  follows : 

"  MR.  CHAIRMAN, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  In  your  presence,  at  the  hands  of 
the  official  head  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  with  the  con 
currence  of  the  Faculty  and  of  the  Alumni,  I  have  just  re 
ceived  a  sacred  charge  and  trust,  by  formal  inauguration 
into  the  Presidency  of  Union  College. 

You  will  bear  me  witness,  that  in  this  office  I  am  called 
to  occupy  a  position  held  with  distinction,  in  the  past,  by  a 
succession  of  illustrious  men.  So  too,  in  addressing  you 
on  the  present  occasion,  I  am  placed  in  trying  conjunction 
with  distinguished  graduates  and  friends  of  the  college. 

It  is  fitting,  then,  that  I  should  speak  with  the  brevity 
suggested  both  by  these  circumstances  and  by  the  pro 
tracted  length  of  this  commencement.  Brevity  is  yet  the 
more  incumbent  upon  me,  since  in  my  annual  report  to  the 
trustees  of  the  college,  (to  which  I  would  ask  close  and 
thoughtful  attention),  I  have  made  those  statements  and 
suggestions,  which  I  deemed  of  immediate  and  vital  im 
portance  to  the  well  being  of  the  institution.  For  a  short 
time  only,  then,  will  I  ask  you  to  dwell  with  me  upon  the 
memories  and  hopes,  which  are  naturally  associated  with 
the  occasion. 
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That  was  a  memorable  night,  when  in  the  winter  of  1795, 
the  bell  of  the  old  Schenectady  Academy  rang  out  its  loud 
est  peal,  and  the  building  was  brilliantly  illuminated.  And 
well  might  the  people  of  this,  at  that  time,  secluded  village 
rejoice  ;  for  news  had  just  reached  them  that  a  charter  had 
been  obtained  which  changed  their  Academy  into  a  College, 
and  located  the  institution  at  Schenectady.  Other  towns 
had  contended  for  this  distinction ;  but  the  efforts  and  liber 
ality  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  frontier  village,  together  with 
enlightened  aid  from  certain  influential  men  not  resident 
here,  secured  the  location  of  Union  College  at  Schenec 
tady. 

As  its  inception  an  d  first  endowment  were  in  great  measure 
due  to  the  enterprise  and  liberality  of  citizens  of  this  place, 
we  would  to  day  place  it  on  record,  that  in  our  outlook  to 
wards  the  future  we  turn  first  to  Schenectady ;  anticipating 
its  increasing  prosperity,  desiring  to  promote  its  best  in 
terests,  and  looking  to  its  citizens  for  the  sympathy,  liber 
ality  and  cooperation,  which  the  institution  has  sometimes 
sadly  lacked,  and  without  which,  would  be  wanting  a  most 
important  element  of  its  prosperity  and  progress. 

Fifty  years  had  passed  away  and  the  College  had  grown 
up  from  a  feeble  infancy  to  be  a  power  in  the  land,  when, 
as  if  responsive  to  the  dying  peal  of  the  old  Academy  bell, 
the  bells  on  College  Hill  rang  out  a  joyous  welcome  to 
Union's  first  semi-centennial  anniversary. 

From  every  part  of  the  land  her  sons  assembled.  The 
greatness  of  the  Institution  was  indicated  by  their  eminence 
as  citizens;  her  pride,  their  prosperity;  her  glory,  their 
practical  skill  in  the  affairs  of  life,  their  leadership  in  the 
walks  of  sound  learning,  their  wise  and  catholic  benefi 
cence.  From  highest  places  in  church  and  state,  from  most 
distinguished  positions  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench,  as  from 
humblest  callings  discharged  with  fidelity  and  skill  and 
with  a  rare  knowledge  of  men  and  of  themselves,  they  came 
to  lay  their  honors  and  achievements  at  the  feet  of  their 
Alma  Mater. 
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The  old  halls  were  crowded  with  returning  footsteps, 
the  groves  resounded  with  grateful  acclamations.  The  vast 
throng  of  graduates  assembled,  united  in  the  pledge  that 
the  Institution  should  ever  have  their  support  in  the  carry 
ing  out  of  its  high  designs. 

To  the  graduates  of  the  College,  then,  we  turn  to-day, 
for  the  cooperation  and  support  upon  which  we  have  a  right 
to  rely,  not  only  because  of  their  number  and  influence  and 
wealth,  but  from  their  recent  avowals  through  all  their  asso 
ciations,  of  continued  devotion  to  the  College.  Without 
their  aid,  the  Institution,  whose  endowments  are  limited  in 
amount  and  specific  as  to  their  objects,  can  neither  be  fur 
nished  for  her  work  nor  supplied  with  the  numbers  who 
shall  carry  down  her  reputation  undiminished  to  succeed 
ing  generations. 

The  mention  of  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  the 
College  will  remind  many  of  my  auditors  of  a  similar  cele 
bration  which  occurred  some  years  later,  when  that  Presi 
dent  of  Union  who  had  held  the  office  during  the  longest 
and  most  eventful  period  of  her  history  had  attained  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  connection  with  the  Institution.  Then 
the  halls  of  Union  were  again  thronged  with  men  of  all 
ages  and  of  diverse  pursuits  and  opinions,  who  came  to 
testify  their  love  and  veneration  for  the  Master  at  whose 
feet  they  had  delighted  to  sit. 

Able  to  recall,  but  dimly,  the  first  of  these  celebrations 
I  can  remember  distinctly  that  venerable  man  upon  the 
occurrence  of  the  second.  Trained  at  his  side,  the  fact  has 
been  here  recalled  that  I  am  bound  to  him  by  the  tenderest 
ties  of  relation  ship  and  affection;  as  also  to  another,  whose 
last  years  it  was  my  privilege  at  once  to  solace  and  in  con 
stant  intercourse  to  enjoy.  I  have  heard  with  emotion  the 
names  of  both  mentioned  here  to-day  with  equal  honor. 
You  can  understand  then,  that  while  appreciating  such 
claims  upon  my  entire  devotion,  I  cannot  trust  myself  to 
contemplate  or  to  recur  at  length,  in  this  presence,  to  the 
sacred  and  affecting  nature  of  the  bonds  that  link  me  to  the 
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responsibilities  which,  this  day,  at  your  call  and  in  God's 
strength  I  have  assumed. 

There  are  those  here  present  who  were  long  associated 
with  these  venerated  men  in  the  Faculty  of  Union  College. 
To  them,  and  indeed  to  every  professor  and  to  all  in  any 
way  related  to  the  daily  routine  of  the  college,  I  am  debtor, 
both  for  a  cordial  welcome  and  for  valued  aid  extended  to 
me  in  my  inexperience  in  these  new  duties. 

"When  one  who,  for  a  half  century  or  more,  had  held  in 
his  hands  the  entire  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  College 
felt  himself  unable  longer  to  sustain  the  burden ;  as  was 
natural,  there  came  with  the  inevitable  change,  diversities 
of  opinion  and  lack  of  the  unity  essential  to  success. 
After  years  of  perplexity  and  trial  the  Board  of  Trustees 
have  formally  entrusted  me  with  the  Presidency  of  the 
r  ollege.  Gratefully  receiving  their  assurances  of  confidence 
and  relying  upon  their  united  support  as  essential  to  the 
success  of  the  Institution,  I  desire  now  publicly  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  resident  members  of  the  board,  to  the 
state  officers,  to  the  trustees,  one  and  all,  for  the  cordial 
and  efficient  cooperation  I  have  thus  far  received  from  them 
in  the  midst  of  arduous  and  unsought  responsibilities. 

As  one  of  the  happiest  auguries  of  the  day  I  recur  to 
the  fact  that  not  only  has  my  immediate  predecessor  given 
us  his  best  wishes,  but  that  he  also  joins  in  the  felicitations 
with  whom,  as  an  attached  pupil  in  this  Institution,  I  stu 
died  mental  and  moral  science;  that  honored  graduate 
eminent  for  his  writings  abroad  and  at  home,  Laurens  P.- 
Hickok. 

I  remember  gratefully,  to-day,  that  when  I  hesitated  to 
accept  the  offered  Presidency,  his  was  one  of  the  most 
cordial  of  valued  letters  of  encouragement,  and  that  among 
many  who  have  expressed  their  regret  at  being  necessarily 
absent  from  this  assemblage,  none  has  given  a  heartier  or 
more  prized  Godspeed.  We  may  well  make  his  aspira 
tions  for  the  College  our  own.  "  May  those  beloved  walls 
which  have  long  been  in  deep  shadow  soon  stand  out  in  the 
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full  sunshine  of  prosperity."     "  May  the  inauguration  be 
the  signal  of  universal  prosperity  for  the  Institution." 

In  conclusion,  I  would  briefly  refer  to  that  which  would 
seem  to  be  the  peculiar  distinction,  nay,  the  prophetic  idea 
ofUnion  College.  Those  who  subscribed  for  its  first  founda 
tion  in  this  neighborhood  were,  most  of  them,  members 
of  the  communion  prominent  here  from  the  earliest  times. 
The  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  at  Sche- 
nectady  was  then  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  one  deeply 
interested  in  the  establishment  of  the  College.  His  catholic, 
forecasting  mind  so  provided,  that  no  exclusive  denomi 
national  or  sectarian  influences  should  here  predominate. 
This  was  signified  and  is  secured  by  the  name  and  charter 
of  "Union  College." 

At  this  hour,  when  from  liberated  Italy,  from  smitten 
France,  from  stalwart  Germany,  from  our  own  reunited 
land,  and  from  every  earnest  Christian  heart  the  world 
round,  the  cry  goes  forth  for  liberty  in  things  non-essen 
tial  and  for  .that  essential  unity  in  Christ  which  was  the 
burden  of  the  last  and  great  high^priestly  prayer  of  our 
Divine  Master ;  at  this  momentous  epoch  and  for  all  coming 
time,  Union  College  may  well  glory  in  her  title  and  stand 
true  to  the  fundamental  religious  principle  of  her  charter. 
Although  for  denominational  institutions  there  may  be 
ampler  support  and  important  work,  yet,  the  religious  in 
fluences  of  this  College  (though  unsectarian,  not  the  less 
efficient  for  Christianity,  as  its  graduates  throughout  the 
land  attest)  may  well  centre  about  the  old,  cherished,  char 
tered  purpose  of  exemplyfying  "  in  essentials  unity,  in  non- 
essentials  diversity,  in  all  things  charity." 

Brethren  of  the  Alumni,  Trustees  of  the  College,  Gentle 
men  of  the  Faculty,  Fellow  Citizens,  Friends  of  Education, 
let  us  unite  for  the  good  of  the  Institution,  in  the  spirit  of 
its  charter.  The  realization  of  its  long  cherished  ideal  will 
crown  our  efforts  with  the  truest,  because  the  most  bene 
ficent  and  enduring  success. 

Solicitous  for  no  prosperity  which  is  merely  superficial 
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and  evanescent,  laboring  to  lay  broad  and  deep  foundations 
for  the  future  ;  in  the  present,  and  to  the  largest  possible 
extent,  let  us  seek  to  bless  our  country  with  the  best  means 
of  Christian  education. 

So,  laden  with  justly  acquired  honors,  shall  our  Alma 
Mater  reach  her  first  centennial  anniversary.  On  the 
morning  of  that  day,  may  the  bells  from  College  Hill,  the 
union  let  us  hope  of  a  full  and  harmonious  chime,  rever 
berate  not  only  from  ancient  buildings,  but  as  well  from 
spacious  structures  of  our  own  time.  Across  the  century  re 
sponding  again  to  that  first  college  peal  of  the  old  Academy, 
may  they  proclaim  to  all  the  land  that  Faith  and  Hope, 
Love  and  Labor  have  verified  the  truth  of  the  sentiment 
time  honored  at  Union  and  ever  to  be  perpetuated  by  her 
sons:  "  Perseverantia  vincit  omnia  nee  non  et  in  gloriam 
ducit." 

After  the  response  of  the  President  the  following  resolu 
tions  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  College  adopted 
June  25th,  1872,  were  read. 

.Resolved,  That  while  we,  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Union  College,  unite  with  joy  in  this  auspicious  event, 
wherein  the  traditions  of  our  Alma  Mater  augur  a  happy 
success,  we  hail  our  new  President  and  commit  to  him  her 
interests  with  assurance  of  our  earnest  and  cordial  support. 

Resolved,  That  Hon.  Thomas  Allen  of  St.  Louis,  of  the 
Class  of  1832  be  commissioned  to  represent  our  Association 
in  the  inaugural  exercises  of  President  Eliphalet  Nott 
Potter,  D.D. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Allen  of  Sit  Louis  on  behalf  of  the 
Alumni  of  the  College  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  fol 
lowing  Address  of  Welcome  to  the  President. 

"  To  those  of  you  who  came  here  expecting  to  hear  the 
Sage  of  Auburn,  I  extend  my  condolence ;  for  myself,  in 
the  temerity  of  attempting  to  fill  his  place,  hand  passibus 
ceuqis,  I  ask  your  sympathy ;  while  to  Mr.  Seward  I  beg 
to  express  my  regret  that  he  should  have  lost  the  opportu- 


14 


nity  of  engaging  in  a  pleasing  welcome,  and  of  being 
appreciated  and  welcomed  himself  by  a  brilliant  audience. 

"Having  accepted  the  task,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that 
the  thoughts  of  thousands  of  living  Alumni  flow  hither- 
ward  this  day;  and  if  we  may  believe  that  the  spirits  of 
the  dead  hover  around  the  places  they  loved  in  life,  then 
may  we  readily  imagine  that  the  spirits  of  other  thousands 
gather  about  us,  while  the  quadruple  crown  of  experience, 
love,  joy,  and  faith,  is  placed  upon  the  revered  head  of 
Alma  Mater. 

"  Responsive  to  the  voice  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  the 
name  of  the  Alumni  of  Union  College,  far  and  near,  old  and 
young,  we  hail  with  satisfaction  the  name  of  the  new  Pre 
sident,  and  bid  him  a  hearty  welcome. 

"  If  there  is  any  thing  in  a  name,  or  any  telling  virtue  in 
blood,  or  in  circumstances  conspiring  to  a  desired  end, 
then  we  may  recognize  in  ELIPHALET  NOTT  POTTER,  the 
President  elect  of  this  College,  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place. 

"  We  congratulate  you,  sir,  that  you  now  stand  in  this 
relation.  We  congratulate  the  College  that  such  relation 
was  within  its  compass.  And  now  we  may  wish,  for  both 
President  and  College,  that  the  mantle  and  spirit  of  Alonzo 
Potter  and  especially  of  Eliphalet  Nott,  may  fall  upon  this 
man  whose  name  combines  both  names,  and  in  whom  we 
trust  the  elements  of  both  pedigrees  are  so  mingled  as  to 
give  all  the  world  assurance  of  the  man  that  was  wanted. 
To  fill  the  space  made  wid  by  the  departure  of  the  leaders 
of  those  names,  and  to  occupy  the  place  so  long  filled  by 
one  whose  talents  and  character  made  the  presidency  of 
this  College  a  great  office,  was  an  appointment  requiring 
wise  judgment  to  select,  and  great  courage  to  accept. 
We  confidently  look  for  justification  of  both  the  wisdom 
and  the  courage. 

"  They  tell  us  of  the  Roman  matron  who  was  proud  of  her 
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